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stricken, simply aimless populace of the twenty odd villages
along the line and in the two terminal cities of Panama and Colon,
where they drank rainwater, of which a four-month supply for
the dry season had to be saved in numberless barrels, tanks and
receptacles of every kind.
With the tropical temperature varying little between Janu-
ary and July, the Anophele and Stegomyia mosquitoes were
everywhere in abundant evidence, and their breeding places
covered every yard from coast to coast.
Into this pest jungle an industrial army of 40,000 men was to
be introduced and Colonel Gorgas had to make up his mind
quickly what should be done for protecting their lives.
He with his associates drew up plans to meet the situation,
mainly aiming at demolishing breeding places.
There was to be:
1.  Burning all brush and jungle.
2.  Cutting brush and grass within a measured distance of
every dwelling.
3.  Laying dry all pools by ditching and draining and filling
up.
4.  Oiling with crude petroleum all ditches, pools, etc.
5.  Intercepting waters from ravines and directing into proper
courses.
6.  Regulating gutters on buildings to secure complete drainage.
Indentations preventing such drainage were punched.
7.  Making all drinking water barrels and cisterns mosquito
proof by painting and screening.
8.  Screening all windows or openings to dwellings.
9.  Systematic search for breeding places of mosquitoes, with
abundant disinfection for killing the larvse.
In the beginning, for subduing yellow fever, the towns were
divided into small districts, such that an inspector could get
around to each house twice a week. On his report some men
would be sent to the house to make all water barrels, cisterns
and gutters mosquito proof. A record was kept of all unaccli-
matized people in the city and houses occupied by them were
visited daily by an inspector, who reported to the health depart-
ment at once any person found ill.